Phonics in Key Stage |

Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and write. At Watton Westfield Infant and Nursery
School we follow the Letters and Sounds framework and use Storytime Phonics as a. resource to help us
deliver our phonics lessons. In Reception, the children worked through Phase 2, Phase 3 and Phase W of the
Letters and Sounds framework. In Key Stage |, the children will work through Phases 5 and 6. However, it
is important to be aware that all of the children will be working at different levels as they enter Year | and
Year 2, and whilst some children may be ready to move on to the later phases, others may need further
work on the early ones. For that reason, this information starts at the very beginning of our phonics

teaching in order to support all of our children.

Oral. Blendi S ,
Before the children beg'm Phase 2, it is important that theg are able to hear individual sounds (known as
phonemes). We teach the children ‘oral blending” which is when an adult says the sounds in a word and the

child blends the sounds together and says the whole word. For exampte, the adult says “c-a-t" and the child
says “cat”. Until your child can do this conﬁdenﬂg, they will find it very difficult to read written words.

‘Oral segmentmg' involves the adult saying a word and the child saying the individual sounds in the word.
For example, the adult says “dog” and the child says the sounds “d-o0-g”. Until your child can do this, they
will find it very difficult to write words.

Phase 2

In Phase 2, 19 sounds will be introduced one at a time. The children will be taught how to say each sound
cormctlg, what the sound looks like when it is written down (known as a gmpheme) and how to form that
letter correctly when writing it. The children will also start to read and write words with the sounds in. The
children will learn to ‘sound out” a word as theg read, bg saying each sound in turn, and then saying the
whole word. The children will also be encouraged to write words, by ‘sounding out” the word they want to
write first, and then havmg a try at writing the letters in the correct order. Mang children find writing
harder, as they have to remember how to write the letters correctly as well as thinking about the sounds that

theg need in each word.

t is important that the children learn to say each sound correctly. For example, saying “mmmmmm” instead
of “muh” If Yyou are unsure of the correct way to pronounce a sound, please look on the Oxford Owl

website. There is also lots of other useful information on there about phonics and reading.

hitps://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/05/05/20/22/32/561/20097_content/index himl?id=ae

Phase 3

In Phase 3, the children will learn some more sounds. Some of these have two letters in them (known as a

dLgmph), such as ‘ch’ and ‘oa’, whilst others have three letters in (known as a trtgmph), such as ‘Lgh' and


https://cdn.oxfordowl.co.uk/2016/05/05/20/22/32/561/20097_content/index.html?id=ae

‘ear’. The children will learn to say the right sound when they see it written down, read the sounds when

they are in words, and remember how to write the sound so that they can spell words correctly.

Phase 4

In Phase L, the children will not learn any new sounds, but they will be taught how to read and write words

with more sounds in them, for example, ‘thank” and ‘scrunch’.

Phase 5

In Phase 5, the children will learn more graphemes for the sounds that they learnt in the previous phases.
For example, they have already learnt ‘ai” as in ‘rain’ but now they will learn that ‘ag' as in \plag' and ‘a-¢

as in ‘name’ also make the same sound.

Alternative pronunciation For 9mphemes will also be introduced. For example, that ‘ea’ must be read as a
different sound in ‘tea’, head’ and ‘break’.

Phase 6

At this stage, the children should be able to read many Familiar words on slght, and sound out any new
words accurately. They should be able to spell most words phonetically, although not always correctly. In
Phase 6, the main aim is for them to become more fluent readers and more accurate speller& Among
others things, the children will learn prefixes and suffixes, the past tense, memory strategies, where to put

an apostrophe in words and spell'mg rules.

Tricky Troll Words

During all of the phases, the children will also learn some Tricky Troll” words. These are words which the

children cannot sound out, because the words will not sound rlght For exampLe, ‘the’, 'no” and ‘90'.

Please use the Storytime Phonics sound mats and action sheets to support your child with their phonics work.
Please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s teacher if you need any help in supporting your child with

their reading or writing.

For more information you could also look at these websites:
hitp://www letters-and-sounds.com/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

https:/ / Www,gou.tu.be.com/ and search for Letters and sounds For home and school’



http://www.letters-and-sounds.com/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/

